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FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY axo MUSEUM

America’s first Presidential Library, fostering research
and education on the life, times, and enduring
legacy of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt.
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A message from the Library and Museum Director, William
A. Harris, and Trustee Chair, Nancy Roosevelt Ireland

2025 YEAR IN REVIEW

With each annual report, the FDR Presidential Library “SOCIALIZING” WITH

PEOPLE AROUND
THE WORLD:

0 5,075,838

by preserving history, but also by reimagining how it YouTube views

B 53,352

Tumblr followers

X 37,856

X followers

£l 30,790
75 350 Facebook followers

learners served through onsite field trips,

At the FDR Library and Museum, we are proud not only to preserve history, but also to be part of
it. As the first presidential library, we hold the unique distinction of having been designed by the and Museum has the opportunity to reflect on the
highlights and themes that emerged over the past

year. Looking back on 2025, it is clear that the FDR

Library and Museum is evolving its mission not only

President himself. President Roosevelt even worked here for five of his twelve years in office. The
FDR Library and Museum is a living, active legacy shaped in his own time. The precedent he set by
donating his papers and the Library to the American people became a tradition that subsequent

presidents have largely followed. With each passing year, the FDR Library and Museum continues

to evolve while advancing his original vision. Is presented through innovative programs, global

outreach, and digital storytelling—all grounded in

2025 was a year of momentum and meaningful connections for the FDR Library and Museum. We integrity, tradition; and public service. Despite al 43-

opened a new exhibit showcasing the Roosevelts’ interactions with Americans from all walks of life, day government shutdown, the Library had a big

hosted numerous community events, explored new scholarship about the Roosevelts and their era, : , _
impact. Here’s a snapshot of what that looked like:
and continued to engage visitors both onsite and online. Throughout the year, our collections,
exhibitions, and digital platforms brought together people from across the country and around the
world. The enduring leadership and vision of Franklin D. Roosevelt and Eleanor Roosevelt continue REACHING THE NEXT GENERATION

to inspire dialogue and discovery in unexpected places—from scholarly research to community
partnerships—all for the benefit of the American people.

As we look ahead, we remain energized by the possibilities before us. We are expanding
distance learning sessions, online curriculum

CONNECTING WITH
A GLOBAL AUDIENCE

opportunities to connect, learn, and reflect—ensuring that the Library and Museum remains a place
for civic engagement, a dynamic center for ideas, and a source of reflection and inspiration. None guides, civics education programs, and more!
of this would be possible without your support. We are deeply grateful for your partnership and

invite you to continue this journey with us. % 41
SUPPORTING RESEARCH ON

THE ROOSEVELT LEGACY:

1,421

Logged remote reference inquiries

In-person and virtual programs

4 25,915

In-person and virtual
program attendees

10,926 % 1,067,394

Pages/items digitized on demand Visits to fdrlibrary.org

326 L 113,617

Visits for in-person research FDR Library visitors

2,582

Items/containers pulled and refiled for
in-person research

* 98%

of visitors were highly or
extremely satisfied
Presidential Libraries Visitor’s Study by HG & Co
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HIGHLIGHTS ADVANCING
SCHOLARSHIP AND
RENEWING INTEREST

In January, we partnered with Heather Rogers, America’s preeminent presidential doodler, on a social
media campaignh showcasing some of her FDR-inspired doodles based on our special exhibition, Black
Americans, Civil Rights, and the Roosevelts, 1932-1962. Her book of doodles is available in our gift shop.

* We were excited to publish a substantive special exhibition
book based on our 2024-25 exhibition, Black Americans,
Civil Rights, and the Roosevelts, 1932-1962. Made possible
through the generous support of Mary and Garrett Moran, this
work reflects the depth of the Library’s holdings related to this
topic, and we hope it will encourage future scholarship on the
history of the long civil rights movement.

Drawing upon our extensive Holocaust-related holdings, work
began on publishing the proceedings from our 2021

international conference, Examining American Responses to the
Holocaust: Digital Possibilities. Thanks to the generous support

In January, Congressman Pat Ryan Over the summer, e
i . i of Douglas and George Krupp, the scholarly findings from the
was sworn in at the FDR Library Chronogram, a prominent _ _ _
) ) ] ] conference will be made permanent and accessible. David
using a Bible given to FDR on his Hudson Valley news outlet, _ . _ _
) ) ) Woolner, Senior Fellow and Resident Historian at the Roosevelt
inauguration day and personally awarded the Library _ _ R .
) ] ) ] ) ] Institute, serves as the project’s editorial director. In addition to
inscribed by him. The bipartisan second place in the _ _ e -
. . . reflecting the conference sessions, the publication highlights new
event was attended by U.S. Senate Historical Site/Museum _ _ - _
o . scholarship on the subject by historians such as Richard
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, category as part of its _ _ _ _
] i Breitman and Rebecca Erbelding. We hope this volume will serve
Governor Kathy Hochul, and Readers’ Choice 2025 Arts _ . R
. ) as an essential addition to Holocaust scholarship, inspire renewed
Attorney General Letitia James. & Entertainment Awards.

interest in Holocaust studies, and have a lasting impact. The

publication will be available to the public in late 2026.

In July, CBS featured our

We continued our exploratory research with the Al
director, William A. Harris, in a P y

Collaboratory at the University of Maryland iSchool,
special on FDR’s historic third y y y

advancing scholarship in archival information science and
term in office. Harris showcased < P
both FDR’s study and a

collection of reelection pins from

exploring ways to improve access to and analytical possibilities
for digitized archival records. Our approach has the potential
to reveal patterns of sentiment, demographics, and social

his 1940 presidential campaign. _ _
context across documents, opening new pathways for public

access, scholarship, and data-driven analysis of Roosevelt
In November, the FDR Library was featured in an episode of history. Findings from the project have already been presented
What Made America Great with Brian Kilmeade on FOX. by our partners at international conferences, including the

International Symposium on Grids & Clouds (ISGC) in Thailand.




SIGNATURE MOMENTS:
LETTERS FROM THE
FAMOUS, THE
INFAMOUS, AND
EVERYDAY AMERICANS
EXHIBIT OPENING

We opened our Signature Moments: Letters From the Famous,
the Infamous, and Everyday Americans exhibit in June 2025. This
collection offers an insider’s view of the remarkable—and
sometimes surprising—variety of President Roosevelt’s personal
exchanges with an extraordinary range of correspondents,
including both well-known figures and a few infamous ones.
Signature Moments is a key part of the Roosevelt Library’s
celebration of America250. The exhibit features prized
selections from FDR’s personal collection of historical
documents from America’s Founders, including items signed by
George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson.
Most importantly, it includes a new short film showcasing the
hundreds of thousands of letters that everyday Americans sent
to the Roosevelts. Here, visitors encounter people like
themselves who wrote to the President and First Lady. FDR
considered letters from the public the most important records
preserved in his Library.



FDR Presidential Library and Museum
4079 Albany Post Road
Hyde Park, NY 12538

Financial Overview:
The Roosevelt Institute and the
FDR Library and Museum

Through a public-private partnership, the Library

receives support from the federal National
Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
and the nonprofit Roosevelt Institute (RI).
Supplementing basic public funding from
NARA for access and preservation, private
funding raised by Rl is the primary vehicle that
makes activities like special exhibits, civics
education programs, community events, and
membership programming possible.

The 2025 budget for the Roosevelt Institute’s
Library and Museum programming was
approximately $1,310,800.

Get Involved

e Become a Library member

e Become a monthly supporter

e Include us in your estate planning
* Become a trustee

e Share our content on social media

Visit support.rooseveltinstitute.org/library for more

information or contact Lauren Karagianis, Deputy Director

of Development, FDRL, at Ikaragianis@rooseveltinstitute.
org or 845.486.1970.

FDR LIBRARY AND
MUSEUM TRUSTEES

The Trustees were originally created in
December 1938, when the Library and
Museum was first conceptualized. Today,
the Trustees serve as champions of the
Roosevelt legacy, providing financial
support and bringing the Roosevelts’
message to a new generation.

Trustees for 2025

Nancy Roosevelt
Ireland (Chair)

Karen R. Adler
Bruce Alpert
John Q. Barrett
Allida Black
Douglas Brinkley
Kevin M. Burke
Fredrica Goodman
Diane Greenwald
Shirley M. Handel
Debra Heinrich
James Hoffa
John Mihaly
Mary Moran

Beth Newburger
(in memoriam)

Tyler O’Connor
Phoebe Roosevelt

Mrs. Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Jr.

Elizabeth H.
Scheuer

Eileen Simmons
Erik Singh

Basil Smikle Jr.
Anita Sonawane

Aprill Springfield
Blanco

Gillian Steel
Geoffrey Ward
Kevin Weinman
Adam Weisler
Brian Wolff
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